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Almond Brook Road 
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Telephone: 01257 423291 
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St Marie of the Annunciation 
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www.stmariesstandish.co.uk 
St Bernadette Shevington 
www.stbernadettesshevington.org.uk 

jointparishes@gmail.com 
www.twitter.com/stmstb 

Download our parish app at 
www.myparishapp.com 

Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: 
Until further notice, the parish 
office is accessible via email at 
joint parishes@gmail.com 
Pastoral Associate: 
Joanne Wallace 

e-mail: j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk 

Baptisms: By prior arrangement. 
Information available at weekend 
Masses. All baptisms take place 
during Mass. St Bernadette’s first 
Sunday, St Marie’s third Sunday 
of the month. 
Confessions: Sunday morning 
in St Marie’s from 9.10-9.20. 
Church opening: Because 
churches need to be staffed while 
open, St Marie’s and St 
Bernadette’s Churches will be 
open only for Mass times. 
Funerals and Marriages: By 
arrangement. 
Visits to sick and housebound: 
Please inform Fr John if you know 
of sick or housebound parishioners 
who would like Holy Communion. 
Hospital Visits: If you wish to 
see a priest please let the hospital 
staff know. 
Mass Requests: Place in an 
envelope and hand in to the 
Sacristy or to the Parish Office. 
Please indicate your preferred 
church, if any. Please also specify 
the reason for the intention, i.e. 
recently deceased, anniversary etc. 
For a particular day, please request 
early. 
Newsletter Notices: Please e-
mail to jointparishes@gmail.com or 
hand in to the Parish Office by 
Thursday morning. 
Repository: Open at the back of 
church after each weekend Mass. 
St Marie’s Hall: All bookings for 
hall usage should be made in 
advance with the Parish Office 
during the parish office hours. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trustees Incorporated. A registered charity. 

Number 232709. 
 

 

IT’S NOT FAIR? 
The parables of 

Jesus in today’s 
gospel teach us three 
important points 
about our world and 
God’s plan. 

Firstly, we often 
ask ourselves, just 
like the people in 
Jesus’ day, why is it 
that there is so much evil in the world. 
Why do bad things happen to good 
people? Why do we constantly hear of 
awful things happening while God 
seems to do nothing about it? Jesus tells 
us that God is not powerless to act. He 
chooses not to intervene in our world 
continually, yet he will not allow 
himself to be ultimately frustrated. For 
this reason God has given us free will 
and is a God who allows us our freedom 
without pulling our strings like mere 
puppets every time we make a decision. 
But, the parable says, God is biding his 
time. 

Secondly, we find from Jesus that 
God is incredibly patient and forgiving. 
If he were to call a snap final judgement 
tomorrow then we would certainly find 
ourselves on the losing side. We are not 
perfect and yet God is forgiving. He lets 
us have all the time we need, a lifetime 

in fact, to grow into 
his love. And he 
puts up with our 
faults and failings 
without rushing to 
judgement. Every 
day is a day of grace 
given to us by God 
so that we may learn 
to cooperate with 

his plan and come to greater holiness. 
Thirdly, and this is quite disturbing, 

God is no fool. The parable shows us 
that when all is said and done God’s 
justice will triumph. What we are doing 
now, as individuals and society, will 
affect our eternity. In the parable the 
weeds and darnel are gathered up and 
burnt. We will not be burnt literally, but 
God is giving us the choice of opting 
for or against him, for his word or 
against it, for his Son or against him. 
And when our days are over God will 
continue to respect our freedom. He will 
not simply override our lifetime’s 
decisions in some sort of benevolent 
way. For he has more respect than to 
treat us as automatons. 

Words of comfort, words of warning. 
Both from the mouth of Jesus. And his 
final words are clear: if you have any 
ears, then listen to what I am saying! 

Mass Intentions this week 
16th Sunday 
of the Year:  

Sir, was it not good seed that you sowed in your field?  
If so, where does the darnel come from? (Matthew 13:27) 

Day Church Time Intention  

Saturday  St Marie’s 5.30 pm René Thomas (sick) 

Sunday St Marie’s 
St Marie’s 

9.30 am 
11.00 am 

The People of the Parish 
Thomas Kevill (FM) 

Monday St Bernadette’s 10.00 am Ann Ellen Higginson (FM) 

Tuesday St Bernadette’s 10.00 am Michael Joseph Murray (Anniversary) 

Thursday St Bernadette’s 10.00 am L.I.S.C.F. 

Fr iday St Bernadette’s 10.00 am The Aspin family (Anniversary) 

17th Sunday 
of the Year:  

I give you a heart wise and shrewd as none before you has 
had and none will have after you. (I Kings 3:12) 

Saturday  St Marie’s 5.30 pm Gerald Barton 

Sunday St Marie’s 
St Marie’s 

9.30 am 
11.00 am 

The People of the Parish 
Tony Rynn 

Father John uploads daily Mass to YouTube. Visit https://tinyurl.com/qtygvnx 
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Reopening of Churches 
A huge and sincere thank you to all 

who have enabled us to reopen our 
churches in as safe a way as possible, 
it really couldn’t happen without you. 
It has been very heartening that 
people have truly appreciated the 
safety measures and the stewards and 
the reassurance they provide. If you 
feel able to attend Mass, please do 
come along. It has never happened so 
far that we have not been able to 
accommodate everyone who wishes to 
come, and weekend Masses in 
particular have plenty of space. Father 
John continues to upload Mass to 
YouTube which is filmed at the public 
Mass. Because churches need to be 
staffed while open, they will be open 
only for Mass times. 
Confessions 

Confessions will be heard on a 
Sunday morning from 9.10-9.20 in St 
Marie’s. Please ensure all precautions 
and protocols are adhered to when 
waiting to receive the sacrament. Due 
to the restricted airflow in the 
confessional Confessions will be 
heard on St Joseph’s altar. 
Catholic Herald 

The supply of the Catholic Herald to 
the parish stopped during lockdown. 
Prior to that, the parish had a regular 
order of five per week, but sales have 
always been low. Previously we had a 
"returns" agreement, paying for what 
was sold. The new system is to order 
packs of five monthly at a 
considerable increase in price. Whilst 
it’s right we try to support the 
businesses that support Catholic life, 
current sales do not warrant a 
continuation of the order, unless 
parishioners indicate otherwise. 
Should any parishioner wish to place 
a regular order for the publication, 
please inform the parish office. 
Alternatively, you can subscribe at 
www.catholicherald.co.uk/subscribe  
Resources  

The Pastoral Formation team 
continues to produce resources based 
on the Sunday readings to support 
individual prayer and family life 
through this time and can be found at 
www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com 
Extra reflections and Pray Through 
Play are available at: 
www.thegodwhospeaks2020.org.uk 

From our Pastoral Associate...  
A serious question from me to you 

this week – how are you? I say a 
serious question because all too often, 
we throw away this question just as a 
passing pleasantry when we just want 
to say “hello” (sometimes without not 
even wanting an actual answer!) As 
we all carry on journeying on this 
‘Coronacoaster’ we undoubtedly have 
our highs and lows and maybe new 
feelings are now emerging as our 
churches have reopened for public 
worship; excitement and a desire to 
return but also caution and anxiety. 
Things will probably not be ‘normal’ 
for a long time and self-care must be a 
priority. Yes, we have responsibilities 
and dependents maybe, but we must 
find space for our own well-being too.  
If you need any further advice or 
support, there are a number of 
resources available on the 
Archdiocese website 
https://tinyurl.com/yabeskuv which 
can help point you in the right 
direction.  Take care and be kind to 
yourself! 
CAFOD 

On Tuesday, 14 July, CAFOD 
launched a nationwide Coronavirus 
appeal. Thanks to generous support 
from the Catholic community, 
CAFOD is already working across 26 
countries to prevent the virus' spread, 
and limit food shortages it has caused 
in the poorest communities. But much 
more needs to be done. The problems 
are immense, long term, complex and 
evolving, and so the response needs to 
be large scale, and multifaceted.  

Consequently, CAFOD is raising 
awareness of the global situation, and 
is asking the Catholic community to 
keep those worst affected in their 
thoughts, prayers and where possible, 
their alms giving. Visit 
www.cafod.org.uk/coronavirus 
to view a number of ideas in which to 
engage and opportunities to support 
CAFOD financially. Thank you.  
St Marie’s Sanctuary Lamp 

Thomas Philp (successful operation) 
Knights Rosary 

The Knights recite the Rosary on a 
Thursday evening at 7.30 pm. To 
receive an email invitation to join, 
please contact Steve Lester, 
steve.lester@zen.co.uk 

Offerings 
Thank you to all who contribute 

financially to the parish. A Standing 
Order form is attached. 

If you didn’t get chance to collect 
your offertory envelopes for the 
current year before the Churches were 
closed, these can be collected from 
Church at Mass times. Please use only 
2020/21 offertory envelopes and only 
use one or as few envelopes as 
possible for any backdated offerings. 
This will assist counters and staff 
recording the offerings. Thank you. 
Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are 
truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all 
things, and I desire to receive You 
into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as being already there 
and unite myself wholly to you. Never 
permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen.  
Synod 2020 

When we set off on our Synod 
journey with the words ‘Together on 
the Road’, we never imagined what 
God had in store for us. The last few 
months have been unexpected and 
they have taught us all that the road 
has many twists and turns on it and, as 
the Synod journey continues, God is 
calling us to listen, often in new and 
exciting ways. 

Archbishop Malcolm has issued a 
video message and a revised Synod 
timetable has been published. Our 
Synod weekend will now take place 
on 18, 19 and 20 June 2021. You can 
watch the message and find full 
details of the changes on the Synod 
2020 website: synod2020.co.uk 

Please continue to pray for our 
Synod 2020 journey. 
Marriage Matters 

Attentive listening 
The Gospel today raises questions 

about our ability ‘to listen’. We easily 
hear criticism in a comment, or a 
question which often puts us at odds 
with each other. But if we listen with 
our hearts, in the way Jesus 
commanded us to do, we are enabled, 
in all our relationships, to follow His 
command “...listen, anyone who has 
ears”.  
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Standing Order  

Mandate  
 

 
L I V E R P O O L   A R C H D I O C E S A N   O F F I C E  

Croxteth Drive | Liverpool | L17 1AA | www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk  

 Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan Trustees Incorporated Registered Charity No. 232709   

  

Name of parish  Our Lady of the Annunciation & St Bernadette 001 

      

Name and address of your own bank  To  The Manager  

  Address  ……………………………………………………………  

  ……………………………………………………………  

   ……………………………………………………………  

   ……………………………………………………………  

  Please pay to    

  Bank name  HSBC plc  

  Address  99-101 Lord Street  
LIVERPOOL  
L2 6PG  

  

  

Sort code  40-29-12  

Parish bank account number  for the credit of    

     Account name  Liverpol Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trust St Marie's and St Bernadette (001) 
Parish Account 

    Account number              61545922 

  the sum of    

     (in words)                           ……………………………………………………………  

     (in figures)                    £   .……………………………………………………………  

     commencing                      ……………………………………………………………  

Delete as applicable  

  

   and thereafter  monthly/annually  

  until you receive further notice from me/us in writing  

Please insert the title and number of your 
own bank account  and debit my account accordingly  

  Account name                 ……………………………………………………………  

  Account number             ……………………………………………………………  
   
  Signature                                ……………………………………………………………  

  Date                                         …………………………………………………………… 
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