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STILL HUNGRY?

A group of pilgrims arrived at their hotel in Rome in the early hours of the morning, 
because their plane was delayed. Feeling sorry for them and wanting to get their stay off to 
a good start, the hotel manager provided them with Parma ham and melon for breakfast. He 
was dismayed when some of them sent it back to the kitchen complaining that “this bacon 
isn’t cooked properly”. Pearls before swine? 

You could argue that whatever the manger gave them would not have been enough to assuage their annoyance at 
arriving late. There was just no pleasing them. Just like the Israelites in the desert. Moses and Aaron had led them to 
freedom from the Pharaoh and all they could do was moan about the food: it was better when they were in Egypt. So God 
provides them food to satisfy them: manna and quails. 

Before we point the finger at other people, we could stop and ask ourselves a few questions. Are we really satisfied with 
our lot in life? When we moan, what’s it about? Deep down what is missing from our lives? What is the main thing that 
would really improve our quality of existence? 

Usually people answer these questions with money. If only I had so many millions, everything would be OK. If I had a 
better house, could pay off the bills, have a few luxuries, then I’d be content. But we only have to look at the rich and 
famous to see people whose lives can be empty and shallow. Drugs and alcohol become their attempt to try and fill in the 
void. 

Jesus told the crowd that they would always be hungry, always have that deep down empty feeling inside them, unless 
they ate the food of life that the Father sends. What he means is that only God can satisfy our longings and yearnings. 
Only he can fill that inner gap we carry round with us and make sense of why we are here on earth. It is his teachings and 
our relationship with him that opens us up to the fullness of life. We may search frantically here and there for substitutes, 
but it is Jesus, the Word of God, who alone can satisfy our real needs. For he is the bread of life. 
 

Clergy: Fr Joseph Simionato sdp, St Marie’s Presbytery, Almond Brook Road, Standish, Wigan WN6 0TB. Tel: 01257 

423291  

Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: Open Monday to Friday from 9.00 am to 12 noon or email the parish office, 
olasb@rcaol.org.uk . Please put this in your email address book.  The jointparishes@gmail.com 
email address stil l exists and is forwarded to the new email address.  
Pastoral Associate: Joanne Wallace e-mail: j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk 
Baptisms: Check with Father Joseph whether possible. 
Confessions: Saint Bernadette’s: Sunday 9.10 to 9.20 am. Saint Marie’s: 10.40 – 10.50 am on Sunday mornings or by 
request. 
Funerals and Marriages: By arrangement. 
Visits to sick and housebound: Please enquire about the current situation. 
Hospital Visits: If you wish to see a priest please let the hospital staff know.  
Mass Requests: Place in an envelope and hand in to the Sacristy or to the Parish Office. They can also be booked by 
telephone or email. Please indicate your preferred church, if any. Please also specify the reason for the intention, i.e. 
recently deceased, anniversary etc. For a particular day, please request early. 
Newsletter Notices: Please e-mail to olasb@rcaol.org.uk or hand in to the Parish Office by Thursday morning. 
Repository: Closed at present. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan Trustees Incorporated. A registered charity. Number 232709. 
Mass intentions  

Day             Church                  Time             Intention  

Saturday St Bernadette’s 5.00 pm People of the Parish 

Saturday St Marie’s 6.00 pm Eva Baldwin (LD) 

Sunday St Bernadette’s 9.30 am Patrick Healen 

Sunday St Marie’s 11.00 am Christopher Nolan (LD) 
(RIP) 

Monday St Marie’s 9.15 am No Mass 

Tuesday St Bernadette’s 9.15 am No Mass 

Thursday St Bernadette’s 9.15 am No Mass 

Friday St Marie’s 9.15 am No Mass 

Saturday St Bernadette’s 5.00 pm Private Intention 

Saturday St Marie’s 6.00 pm John Carney (Anniv) 

Sunday St Bernadette’s 9.30 am Private Intention 

Sunday St Marie’s 11.00 am People of the Parish 
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Scan the QR code 

on your smartphone 

to take you straight 

to a website where 

the texts of the 

readings can be found.  
 

Thank you for your offerings 
£1,191.76. Thanks to all those 
Parishioners who are managing to 
make their offerings even when not 
able to attend Church. Payments 
can be made direct to St Marie & St 
Bernadette (001) HSBC account. 
Sort Code 40-29-12. Account 
number 61545922.  
 

St Marie’s Sanctuary Lamp this 
week burns for Sr Anne Darwin in 
thanksgiving for 60 years profession 
as a Salesian Sister. 
 

The Most Reverend Malcolm 
McMahon OP cordially invites you to 
The Episcopal Ordination of 
Canon Thomas Neylon as 
Auxiliary Bishop of Liverpool and 
Bishop of Plestia.  In the 
Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the 
Kind at 12 noon on Friday 3rd 
September 2021 with a Feast of St 
Gregory the Great. 
 

Covid Health & Safety measures.                             
In St Marie’s church, and all the 
Churches in England, the rows of 
pews have been returned to normal. 
Masks will still need to be worn for 
Masses and hand sanitising will 
remain necessary as people arrive.  
Holy Communion (in the hand) will 
be restored to its traditional place 
and with a procession (trying to 
accommodate those who wish to 
retain social distancing). A steward 
will invite people to the Communion 
procession row by row. Communion 
on the tongue is permissible but it 
must take place at the end of 
Communion and the priest will use 
sanitiser after each communicant 
has presented themselves. Holy 
Communion under both kinds will not 
be re-introduced at this time. Mass 
will end in the traditional way. 
The collection basket/plate are still 
not be passed around. 
The Procession of Gifts may be 
restored (encouraging the use of 
sanitiser.) The sign of peace can be 
restored but without any touching, ie 
by a gesture. We thank you for your 
understanding and your continuing 
co-operation. 
 

Covid and Singing in Church 
Good News! We are allowed from 
Monday 19th July 2021 to sing in 
Church however masks must still be 

worn.  The Hymn books are allowed 
to be used once per day. 
 

Tea and coffee It is hoped to start 
serving tea and coffee in the Hall at 
St Marie’s after 11.00 am Mass, as 
soon as we can. Please let Father 
Joseph or the office know if you are 
willing to help with this on a rota 
basis. 
 

Something to pray about Join 
Pope Francis in his prayer intention 
for August: The Church 
Let us pray for the Church, that she 
may receive from the Holy Spirit the 
grace and strength to reform herself 
in the light of the Gospel. The Holy 
See’s newssite  
https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html 
 

Knights of St Columba recite the 
Rosary on Thursday evenings at 
7.30 pm. To receive an email 
invitation to join, contact Steve 
Lester, steve.lester@zen.co.uk.  
 

St. Marie's Thursday Club for the 
over 60's will re-open on 5 August 
in St. Marie's Church Hall from 
12.45pm to about 3.45pm. New 
members will be welcome. It costs 
£2 per session. Ring & Ride is 
available. For further etails  contact 
Bernie on 01257 422225, or just 
turn up. 
 

Joanne Wallace 
On Thursday 12th August 2021 at 
6.30 pm there will be a Thanksgiving 
Mass for all the support that we have 
had from Joanne Wallace as our 
Pastoral Associate over the last 2½ 
years. She is now leaving for 
pastures new as Chaplain at St 
Julie’s, Liverpool. Light refreshments 
will be enjoyed after this mass.We 
wish her every success and 
happiness in her new role.  She will 
be sadly missed. If you would like to 
attend the Mass then please advise 
us via email, confirming name(s) and 
the number of place(s) that you wish 
to reserve to the parish office. Many 
thanks. 
 

India is suffering one of the worst 
COVID-19 crises in the world – 
more than 30 million people have 
fallen ill with the virus and 
upwards of 350,000 have died. 
During the pandemic, priests, Sisters 
and lay Church workers are doing all 
they can to support those who are 
suffering.  Archbishop Anil Couto of 
Delhi told ACN: “The importance of 
pastoral work in this time of crisis 
cannot be exaggerated.” The work of 
Sisters, priests and others 
witnessing to Christ’s love in one of 
the countries most severely affected 
by the pandemic is truly heroic. ACN 
has provided support for those 

helping the sick and some of the 
most vulnerable in society after they 
lost their income because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Only through your generosity can 
we help them to reach out to those 
most in need. Please use the link 
below:- 

Aid to the Church in Need | Donate 
(acnuk.org) 

At the back of church... 

• Copies of the July edition of the 
Catholic Pictorial are available 
as you leave Mass. Access the 
online edition at 
https://bit.ly/30qfl3r 

• Living Faith’ booklets for adults, 
and children, July - September.‘ 

 
Standish Churches Together 
(SCT) In 1986, the 3 churches in 
Standish (St. Marie’s, St Wilfrid’s 
and The Methodists) covenanted to 
give fuller expression to our common 
faith by extending our understanding 
of each other’s beliefs and a shared 
concern for the social and pastoral 
needs of our community in Standish, 
as well as the wider Christian 
mission. Due to the COVID situation, 
we have been unable to plan as we 
would normally. At our last (ZOOM) 
meeting earlier this month, it was 
decided that during the coming 
Autumn period, we should focus on 
encouraging people to feel 
comfortable about coming back to 
church. As far as any events, it was 
felt that things are still too uncertain. 
So we should plan to have a joint 
service at the Epiphany next 
January. A small team from the 3 
churches has been set up. More to 
follow as and when! 

Urgent appeal for male clothes & 

toiletries..120 male Asylum seekers 

arrived recently in the area after 

spending 5 days in a holding centre, 

after crossing The Channel in 

small boats. They only have the 

clothes they arrived in and have no 

other possessions.   If any of you 

(and your family and friends) can 

assist with donations of clothing for 

men aged 18 to 35, usually 

small/medium/large, specifically 

jeans, joggers, hoodies, tea shirts, 

shorts and trainers (the stuff young 

men wear!) then please leave at the 

back of church or contact Janet 

Decamp. We do not need 

women's/baby items at the 

moment. Thankyou for your 

continued generosity. Douglas 

Valley Outreach. Contact Janet 

Decamp 07845493389 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html
mailto:steve.lester@zen.co.uk
https://acnuk.org/get-involved/donate/?goal=0_a0d0479464-27619b3285-139533105&mc_cid=27619b3285&mc_eid=f7a309f071
https://acnuk.org/get-involved/donate/?goal=0_a0d0479464-27619b3285-139533105&mc_cid=27619b3285&mc_eid=f7a309f071
https://bit.ly/30qfl3r

