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Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: 

Open Monday to Friday 
from 9.00 am to 12 noon 

Pastoral Associate: 

Joanne Wallace 
e-mail: j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk 

Baptisms: By prior arrangement. 

Information available at weekend 
Masses. All baptisms take place 
during Mass. St Bernadette’s first 
Sunday, St Marie’s third Sunday 
of the month. 

Confessions: Saint Bernadette’s: 

Sunday 9.10 to 9.20 am. Saint 
Marie’s: Thursday 6.30 - 6.50 pm. 
or by request. 

Church opening: Please 

remember that Saint Marie’s 
Church is open for private prayer 
during weekdays between 9.00 
am and 12 noon. 

Funerals and Marriages: By 
arrangement. 

Visits to sick and housebound: 
Please inform Fr John if you know 
of sick or housebound parishioners 
who would like Holy Communion. 

Hospital Visits: If you wish to 

see a priest please let the hospital 
staff know. 

Mass Requests: Place in an 
envelope and hand in to the 
Sacristy or to the Parish Office. 
Please indicate your preferred 
church, if any. Please also specify 
the reason for the intention, i.e. 
recently deceased, anniversary etc. 
For a particular day, please request 
early. 

Newsletter Notices: Please e-

mail to jointparishes@gmail.com or 
hand in to the Parish Office by 
Thursday morning. 

Repository: Open at the back of 
church after each weekend Mass. 

St Marie’s Hall: All bookings for 
hall usage should be made in 
advance with the Parish Office 
during the parish office hours. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trustees Incorporated. A registered charity. 

Number 232709. 

RAISING EYEBROWS?
From time to time we have to remind 

ourselves just what it means to be a 

Christian. That’s why today we hear a 

passage from a chapter of Luke’s gospel 

that examines different aspects of being a 

disciple. 

People who have been Christians from 

infancy tend not to experience the 

challenge of following Christ as much as 

those who are converted in later life. 

Cradle Christians are prone to play down 

the significance of their baptism. After all 

we were baptised as children just as we 

were given certain injections to inoculate 

us against diseases. 

As a result we grow up with the 

attitude that our Christianity is just one 

string to our bow. We may be members 

of the local amateur dramatic society, we 

may support the local football team and 

we are also Christians. 

But today Jesus warns us that if we are 

true Christians then we will be the cause 

of division. That’s because the message 

of Christ is radically disturbing; it 

overturns accepted wisdom and agitates 

people. When we speak out about our 

vision of God’s world it upsets others. 

When we say what we think about moral 

decisions and the way life should be 

enjoyed we run the risk of antagonising. 

This is because to be a Christian means 

making a fundamental decision to 

proclaim a vision of God that is usually 

at odds with what society values. It’s not 

that we set out deliberately to make life 

uncomfortable for others. It’s simply that 

the message of the gospel is subversive: 

it turns everything on its head. Telling a 

world that prizes success that the only 

way to prosper is to die to self is not 

geared to making you very popular. It 

angers those who do not accept Christ 

and it causes division. 

If we are ever tempted to think of our 

religion as normal, as being an obvious 

way of living in the twenty-first century, 

then we have to read the gospel again. It 

is a challenge to our world and its values, 

and so we should not be surprised if 

people find it hard to take. Maybe if we 

are finding opposition to our faith it is a 

sign that we are close to Christ; for he 

said he had come not to bring peace but 

division. If, on the other hand, our faith 

raises no more eyebrows than our 

membership of the local flower arranging 

club then 

perhaps 

we’ve either 

lost sight of 

what our faith 

really is or 

we’re afraid 

to let it show. 

Mass Intentions this week  

20th Sunday 

of the Year 

Do you suppose that I am here to bring peace on earth? No, I tell 
you, but rather division. (Luke 12: 51) 

Day  Church Time Intention  

Saturday  St Marie’s 5.30 pm Kevin Carey (Anniversary) 

Sunday  
St Bernadette’s 

St Marie’s 

9.30 am 

11.00 am 

People of the Parish 

Margaret Worrall (Anniversary) 

Monday 
St Marie’s 

St Marie’s 

9.15 am 

11.30 am 

L.I.S.C.F. (Canon Tom Dakin) 

Funeral: Bernadette Ooi 

Tuesday  St Bernadette’s 9.15 am Kenneth Holden 

Thursday  
St Bernadette’s 

St Marie’s 

9.15 am 

7.00 pm 

Bob Grady 

Eucharistic Service 

Fr iday  St Marie’s 9.15 am Requiem: Maurice Moran 

21st Sunday 

of the Year 

Yes, there are those now last who will be first, 
and those now first who will be last. (Luke 13:22) 

Saturday  St Marie’s 5.30 pm Eugene Brennan (Birthday Remem) 

Sunday 
St Bernadette’s 

St Marie’s 

9.30 am 

11.00 am 

People of the Parish 

Robert & Freda Margaret Pearson (FM) 
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This weekend: 
Sunday after 11.00 am Mass: Tea 

and coffee in St Marie’s Hall. 

Next weekend: 
Sunday after 11.00 am Mass: Tea 

and coffee in St Marie’s Hall. 

Thank you for your offerings 
£1,375.71. 

At this time, we say farewell 
to: 

Bernadette Ooi and Maurice Moran 

Until we meet again.... 

Bonus Ball  
 No.49 - Rollover - £11.  

 St Marie’s Sanctuary Lamp 
Special intention (T)  

New to the Parish?  
You’re very welcome. Come and 

say hello. If you would like to 

contribute your skills and talents to 

help the parish, you would be most 

welcome. 

Wigan Warriors Foundation 
Wigan Warriors Foundation have 

got to the final phase of the Birthday 

National Lottery Awards. The funding 

would support the Rugby Memories 

Group - a dementia friendly network 

that meets each week (to help 

supporters with dementia) and is in 

the process of developing a rugby 

memories garden at the Warriors new 

HQ at Robin Park. This final stage of 

Lottery Awards is decided by the 

number of votes cast by the general 

public for each project in the final. 

There are two ways to vote -  either 

via the website or via twitter - voting 

closes at midnight on Wednesday, 21 

August. 

www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk/proj

ects/view/rugby-

memories?context=vote 

‘A’ Level results 
For students who received their ‘A’ 

level and ‘AS’ level results, if you 

received the grades you wanted, 

congratulations; if you didn’t, 

remember that when the Lord closes a 

door, he opens a window. And we 

often learn more from our mistakes 

than our successes. 

We also remember in our prayers all 

those awaiting their GCSE results on 

Thursday. 

SYNOD 2020  
As the Archdiocese moves towards 

the next phase of the Synod Journey, 

there will be a series of talks that will 

help us to better understand some of 

the pressing concerns of the Church 

and society as we continue to discern 

the Church that God is calling us to 

be. Talks are monthly in Liverpool 

Hope University Chapel, 7.30 pm – 

8.45 pm (tea and coffee from 7.00 

pm). An optional night prayer follows 

at 9.00 pm. Each talk includes a time 

for questions. See list in the Church 

porch. Full details can be found on the 

Synod Website. All are welcome.  

Safeguarding 
The Archdiocesan Safeguarding 

Department will be hosting a 

Conference at LACE on Saturday, 14 

September between 9.00 am and 3.00 

pm, which will provide an opportunity 

for participants to focus on ways in 

which parishioners can contribute to 

ensuring that parish communities are 

safeguarded and those affected by 

abuse are supported. Visit 

www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/safegua

rdingconference. To book a place 

email safeguarding@rcaol.co.uk by 

Friday, 30 August.  

Volunteer with Nugent 
Nugent has volunteering 

opportunities in a charity shop on 

Allerton Road, Liverpool. It is one of 

the most popular charity shops in the 

area. Volunteers get in involved in all 

aspects, from sorting stock to taking 

payments, but most of all they are the 

face of Nugent for all regular 

customers. For more information, 

contact Colin, 0151 261 2041 or 

email, colin.pryor@wearenugent.org. 

Visit wearenugent.org 

Marriage Matters 
 Our Sacrament: a sign of grace 

When we married we entered into a 

Covenant of unconditional love, 

summed up in the vows we made to 

each other. By imitating Jesus’ 

unconditional love for his bride, the 

Church, we became a Sacrament – a 

sacred sign of God’s love for all to 

see. Living out our ‘life-style choice’ 

is made possible only by ‘the graces 

of the Sacrament’. 

Baptisms 
This weekend, we welcome new 

members to our Catholic Church 

community when Layla Rose 

Edwards, Arthur Ralph Lewis and 

Harper Rae Anne Tsoi are baptised 

during the 11.00 am Mass. 

Congratulations! 

Marriage Congratulations 
Congratulations to Liam James 

Canavan and Clare Elizabeth Orlandi, 

whose wedding takes place at St 

Marie’s on Friday, 23 August at 12.30 

pm. Please remember Liam and Clare 

in your prayers and all couples who 

are taking this important step.  

Marriage enrichment 
The REFOCCUS Marriage 

enrichment inventory is designed to 

help a couple focus on key topic areas 

and enrich their marriage through 

rediscovery of the depth of a couple’s 

love and desire to continue to grow 

together. Visit 

www.foccusinc.com/refocces-

inventory.aspx 

Job vacancies 
Applications are invited for a 

receptionist at LACE and parish hall 

cleaner at Our Lady Immaculate, 

Downall Green, the closing date for 

which is Friday, 30 August. There are 

vacancies for parish administrators at 

Holy Name Fazakerley and Our Lady 

of the Assumption, Gateacre.To 

apply, ring 0151 522 1073 or visit 

www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/jobs 

Strictly Nugent 2019 
Strictly Nugent 2019, the annual 

dance competition and gala fundraiser 

this year takes place at Anfield 

Stadium, Liverpool on Saturday, 2 

November. If you wish to take part, 

tel. 0151 261 200 or visit 

www.wearenugent.org/news/be-part-

of-strictly-2019/  

Book Launch  
There will be a presentation and 

book launch about the life of Saint 

Margaret Clitherow, one of the 40 

martyrs of England and Wales, at 

Theodore House, Stonyhurst on 

Friday, 30 August at 7.30 pm 

followed by refreshments. 

Opportunity to stay for Mass the next 

morning and talk on the history of the 

Stydd Chapel. Tel. 01254 827329. 
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