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Saint Marie’s Presbytery 

Almond Brook Road 

Standish, Wigan, WN6 0TB 

Telephone: 01257 423291 

Serving the Churches of: 

St Marie of the Annunciation 

Standish 
www.stmariesstandish.co.uk 

St Bernadette Shevington 

www.stbernadettesshevington.org.uk 

jointparishes@gmail.com 

www.twitter.com/stmstb 

Download our parish app at 
www.myparishapp.com 

Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: 

Until further notice, the parish 
office is accessible via email at 
joint parishes@gmail.com 
Pastoral Associate: 

Joanne Wallace 
e-mail: j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk 

Baptisms: By prior arrangement. 

Information available at weekend 
Masses. All baptisms take place 
during Mass. St Bernadette’s first 
Sunday, St Marie’s third Sunday 
of the month. 

Confessions: Sunday morning in 
St Marie’s from 9.10-9.20. 

Church opening: Because 

churches need to be staffed while 
open, St Marie’s and St 
Bernadette’s Churches will be 
open only for Mass times. 
Funerals and Marriages: By 
arrangement. 

Visits to sick and housebound: 
Please inform Fr John if you know 
of sick or housebound parishioners 
who would like Holy Communion. 

Hospital Visits: If you wish to 

see a priest please let the hospital 
staff know. 

Mass Requests: Place in an 
envelope and hand in to the 
Sacristy or to the Parish Office. 
Please indicate your preferred 
church, if any. Please also specify 
the reason for the intention, i.e. 
recently deceased, anniversary etc. 
For a particular day, please request 
early. 

Newsletter Notices: Please e-

mail to jointparishes@gmail.com or 
hand in to the Parish Office by 
Thursday morning. 

Repository: Open at the back of 
church after each weekend Mass. 

St Marie’s Hall: All bookings for 
hall usage should be made in 
advance with the Parish Office 
during the parish office hours. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trustees Incorporated. A registered charity. 

Number 232709. 

 

BETTER THAN LIFE ITSELF? 
Psalm 62, used in our liturgy 

today, is a prayer of a person who 

desperately longs to know God and 

to feel God’s presence in their lives. 

In fact, without God they feel like 

dry, weary, waterless soil. And 

although they don’t always feel God 

close to them they sit and gaze at the 

sanctuary to sense God’s strength 

and glory. 

We have so many distractions in our 

lives. Many of them are necessary: we 

have to work in order to be able to live; 

our lives with each other inevitably 

throw up problems and difficulties; and 

in all the process of getting and having 

we can end up missing the real point of 

why we’re here on earth. 

But it doesn’t matter how much we 

are considered successful by others, in 

our heart of hearts we know that we will 

always feel empty if we have not found 

a place for God in our lives. 

Jeremiah says as much in our first 

reading. God is so important to him that 

he experiences a fire in his belly that he 

must tell people about even though he 

suffers ridicule. And Jesus goes even 

further in the gospel today. What’s the 

point of possessing the whole world, 

money, riches, status, power, if it means 

that you never enjoy the real purpose of 

life? He reminds us that 

the only way to enjoy 

life to the full is to 

renounce self, to put 

aside selfish interest, in 

order to follow him. In 

other words, if we let 

anything get between 

us and God then we 

become cut off from what can really 

satisfy our needs. 

One of the lines of psalm 62 is quite 

extraordinary. It simply says, “Your 

love is better than life”. Better than life? 

The psalmist is saying that if our life is 

not centred on what is really important 

then it’s not worth having. If we have 

found God then we realise that our lives 

are very short indeed yet the only thing 

that ultimately matters is that we 

possess God for eternity. 

The temptation is to live only half a 

life, to conform to what our world tells 

us living is really about. Yet with all its 

superficial glitter and gloss we know 

that this sort of shimmering existence 

can never meet our real needs and 

aspirations. And those who have found 

God’s love have no need of this tinsel. 

For, as the psalmist says, “Your love is 

better than life.” Makes you think, 

doesn’t it? 

Mass Intentions this week  

22nd Sunday 
of the Year 

For your love is better than life, my lips 

 will speak your praise. (Psalm 62:4) 

Day  Church Time Intention  

Saturday  St Marie’s 5.30 pm Therese Fairhurst (Anniversary) 

Sunday  
St Marie’s 

St Marie’s 

9.30 am 

11.00 am 

The People of the Parish 

Edna Josephine Hounslea (Anniversary) 

Monday St Bernadette’s 10.00 am Philomena Morgan 

Tuesday  St Bernadette’s 10.00 am Olive Greene 

Thursday  
St Bernadette’s 

St Marie’s 

10.00 am 

12 noon 

Paddy McAllister 

Requiem: Paul John Entwistle 

Fr iday  St Bernadette’s 10.00 am Jane Gavin 

23 rd Sunday  
of  the Year 

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual love. 
(Romans 13:8) 

Saturday  St Marie’s 5.30 pm John Carney (Birthday Remembrance) 

Sunday 
St Marie’s 

St Marie’s 

9.30 am 

11.00 am 

The People of the Parish 

Alessandro Ferro 

Father John uploads daily Mass to YouTube. Visit https://tinyurl.com/qtygvnx 

mailto:jointparishes@gmail.com
http://www.myparishapp.com/
mailto:j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk
mailto:jointparishes@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/qtygvnx
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Farewell and welcome... 
This weekend, we say farewell to 

Father John and thank him for his 

spiritual and pastoral care to the 

parish during the last 14 years. 

Presentations will be made to him 

during the 9.30 am and 11.00 am 

Masses. We wish Father John every 

blessing in his new parish.  

Should you wish to keep in touch 

with Father John at his new parish, the 

address is Holy Name Presbytery, 

Moss Pits Lane, Fazakerley, 

Liverpool L10 9LG 
 Next week, we welcome Father 

Joseph Simionato, as our new parish 

priest.  

Please remember Father John and 

Father Joseph in your prayers as they 

embark on new chapters in their 

priestly life.  

QR code  
To help during the pandemic when 

parish mass books are not able to be 

used, scan the QR code on your 

smartphone which will take you 

straight to a website where the texts of 

the readings can be found.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Collections  
The Bishops’ Conference of 

England and Wales has offered the 

following dates for re-scheduled 
national collections. The Archbishop 

is very conscious of the financial 

pressures on parishes at this time, and 

so contribute as best you can in the 

present circumstances. Appeals by 

Missionary Congregations have been 
suspended for the time being, so the 

World Mission Sunday collection will 

be the key opportunity this year to 

support missionary endeavour. 
Holy Places - 13 September 

Home Mission - 20 September 
Peter’s Pence - 4 October 

CAFOD Family Fast - 11 October 
World Mission Sunday - 18 October 

World Communications - 1 November 
Day for Life - 15 November 
Sea Sunday - 13 December 

Thank you 
Those two words, thank you, seem 

inadequate for all the help, support, 

guidance, wisdom, friendship, 

advice that I have received over the 

last 14 years of being your parish 

priest. I find it hard to believe I was 

in my mid 30s when I have arrived 

and now I’m in my late 40s! But 

throughout that time I have been 

blessed by your warmth, kindness, 

good humour and patience and I am 

so thankful. May God continue to 

bless you all, with my love and 

thanks, Fr John.  

At this time, we say farewell 
to: 

Paul Entwistle, whose funeral 

takes place this week.  
Please also remember Paul Mason, 

Eric Johnson and Joan Wolstenholme, 

who have died recently. 

Until we meet again.... 

Knights Rosary 
The Knights recite the Rosary on a 

Thursday evening at 7.30 pm. To 

receive an email invitation to join, 

please contact Steve Lester, 

steve.lester@zen.co.uk 

Development Fund  
August results: £100 – 255, J Baron: 

£50 –205, J Wilcock: £50 – 193, B 

Grimes: £50 – 348, M Latham. 

Cheques will be sent by post. New 

members welcome. 

Confessions 
Confessions will be heard on a 

Sunday morning from 9.10-9.20 in 

St Marie’s. Please ensure all 

precautions and protocols are 

adhered to when waiting to receive 

the sacrament. Due to the restricted 

airflow in the confessional, 

Confessions will be heard on St 

Joseph’s altar. 

Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are 

truly present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You 

into my soul. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as being already 

there and unite myself wholly to you. 

Never permit me to be separated 

from You. Amen.  

From our Pastoral Associate   
This week will mark a change for 

our parish communities; Fr John will 

be leaving St. Marie’s and St. 

Bernadette’s and Fr Joseph will be 

taking over his role as Parish Priest. 

There will be new beginnings, new 

challenges and new opportunities for 

us all. If Covid-19 has taught us 

anything, I hope it is that change can 

come suddenly and despite our 

uncertainties, we can adapt and grow 

individually and as a community. Our 

faith in God and each other will 

reassure and strengthen us. We may 

not be able to say goodbye or 

welcome in the ways we usually do 

but we can certainly pray for both Fr 

John and Fr Joseph as they begin their 

new roles next week.   

Finally, on a personal note, I would 

like to thank Fr John for his support 

and advice in his role as Line 

Manager and as a friend and I wish 

him the very best as he continues his 

ministry at Holy Name Parish in 

Liverpool. 

Joanne Wallace,  
Pastoral Associate  

Resources  
The Pastoral Formation team 

continues to produce resources based 

on the Sunday readings to support 

individual prayer and family life 

through this time and can be found at 

www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com 

Extra reflections and Pray Through 

Play are available at: 

www.thegodwhospeaks2020.org.uk 

Marriage Matters 
The ‘sign’ of growth is change  

St Paul urges us to think of God’s 

mercy and change the way we 

behave so that the will of God is 

visible in us.  As husbands and 

wives we can help each other in this 

endeavour, so that a renewed and 

deeper love is revealed in our 

relationship and, in turn, reflected 

out to our family, friends and 

community. 

YouTube Mass 
Fr John intends to continue 

uploading Mass to YouTube once he 

has moved, starting on 5 September. 

A welcome video, so you know 

you’re in the right place is available 

at: https://tinyurl.com/y2thuent 

mailto:steve.lester@zen.co.uk#_blank
http://www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/
http://www.thegodwhospeaks2020.org.uk/


 

 

 

Standing Order 

Mandate 
Name of parish Our Lady of the Annunciation & St Bernadette 001 

Name and address of your own bank To The Manager 

 Address ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

 Please pay to 

  Bank Name HSBC plc 

  Address 99-101 Lord Street 
   LIVERPOOL 
   L2 6PG 

  Sort code 40-29-12 

Parish bank account number for the credit of 

  Account name Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trust St Marie’s and St Bernadette (001) 
Parish Account 

  Account Number 61545 922 

 the sum of 

  (in words) ____________________________________ 

  (in figures) £ __________________________________ 

  commencing ____________________________________ 

Delete as applicable  and thereafter monthly/annually 

 until you receive further notice from me/us in writing 

Please insert the tile and number of your 
own bank account and debit my account accordingly 

  Account name ____________________________________ 

  Account number ____________________________________ 

 Signature ____________________________________ 

 Date ____________________________________ 

 

L I V E R P O O L A R C H D I O C E S A N O F F I C E 
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