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Clergy: Father John Hindley 

Saint Marie’s Presbytery 

Almond Brook Road 

Standish, Wigan, WN6 0TB  

Telephone: 01257 423291 

Serving the Churches of: 

St Marie of the Annunciation 

Standish  
www.stmariesstandish.co.uk 

St Bernadette Shevington 

www.stbernadettesshevington.org.uk 

Parish Office at St Marie’s: 

Open 9.00 am to 12 noon 

Monday - Friday 

jointparishes@gmail.com 

www.twitter.com/stmstb 

Baptisms: By prior arrangement. 

Information available at weekend 

Masses. All baptisms take place during 

Mass. St Bernadette’s first Sunday, St 

Marie’s third Sunday of the month. 

Confessions:  

St Bernadette’s: Sun 9.10 - 9.20 am. 

St Marie’s: Tue 6.30 - 6.50 pm. 

or by request. 

Church opening: Please remember 

that St Marie’s Church is open for 

private prayer during weekdays 

between 9.00 am and 12 noon. 

Funerals and Marriages: By 

arrangement. 

Visits to sick and housebound: 

Please inform Fr John if you know of 

sick or housebound parishioners 

who would like Holy Communion. 

Hospital Visits: If you wish to see a 

priest please let the hospital staff 

know. 

Mass Requests: Place in an 

envelope and hand in to the Sacristy 

or to the Parish Office at Saint 

Marie’s. Please indicate your 

preferred church, if any. Please also 

specify the reason for the intention, 

i.e. recently deceased, anniversary 

etc. For a particular day, please 

request early.  

Newsletter Notices: Please e-mail 

to jointparishes@gmail.com or hand 

in to the Parish Office by Thursday 

morning. 

Repository: Open at the back of 

church after each weekend Mass. 

St Marie’s Hall: All bookings for hall 

usage should be made in advance 

with the Parish Office during the 

parish office hours. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan Trustees 
Incorporated. A registered charity. Number 232709. 

 

Something Burning?
A ticklish itch makes you want to 

reach for one of those backscratchers, 

but a burning itch makes you want to 

stamp up and down until you’ve got rid 

of it. It’s like a fire raging within you. 

When the Holy Spirit 

came down upon the 

apostles it was in the 

form of tongues of fire. 

Do we have that fire of 

the Spirit within us, that 

urgency and elation of 

Pentecost, that Whitsun 

sense of wonder, or are 

we more of the armchair-

Christian type? 

Fire consumes everything it touches. 

It’s highly contagious and quickly 

catches hold of the next thing around it. 

Are we Spirit-burners, people who are so 

inflamed with their faith that others can’t 

fail to notice it, or are we the sort that 

would rather keep things to ourselves for 

fear of being thought of as “religious”? 

Fire purifies; that’s why it was used as 

a primitive form of sterilisation. The 

Holy Spirit purified the apostles of their 

fears and their sense of inadequacy, of 

their reluctance to witness to the gospel, 

of their timidity as they hid themselves 

away, afraid of the authorities. It purified 

them to accept the message that Jesus 

had left them, and to go out preaching to 

people of every conceivable nationality. 

Are we fired with the Spirit, irrepressibly 

grace-led, or simply sedated by 

convention? 

One way of seeing in 

the dark is to light a fire. 

For fire sheds light on our 

surroundings. Jesus 

promised that the Holy 

Spirit would lead us into 

truth, would save us from 

permanent error and 

would guide us on our 

way. Do we use the light of the Spirit as 

a yardstick for the decisions of our daily 

lives, or do we prefer the gurus of 

daytime TV and the latest best-seller? 

Fire generates heat, and so we kindle 

fires when we feel cold. They provide us 

with the warmth we need to keep going, 

to stay the course. Do we feel ourselves 

warmed by the Pentecost heat of the 

Spirit, comforted and cheered, inspired 

to go beyond ourselves and our narrow 

visions, or are we content with a few 

bars of the electric fire? 

When people stand close to us can they 

smell burning? 

Mass Intentions  this week   

Day Church Time Intention  

Pentecost 
Sunday 

Suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful wind from 
heaven… and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues 

of fire. These separated and came to rest on the head of each of them  
(Acts 2:1-3)  

Saturday  
St Bernadette’s 

St Marie’s 

5.30 pm 

6.45 pm 

Joseph Farrell (Anniversary) 

Harry Clarke (Anniversary) 

Sunday 
St Bernadette ’s 

St Marie’s 

9.30 am 

11.00 am 

People of the Parish 

George Birchall 

Monday St Marie’s 9.15 am Maureen Bithell 

Tuesday  
St Bernadette ’s 

St Marie’s 

9.15 am 

7.00 pm 

Eucharistic Service 

No service 

Thursday  St Bernadette's 9.15 am Eucharistic Service 

Fr iday  St Marie’s 9.15 am Maureen Morton 

Solemnity of the 
Most Holy Trinity 

Understand this today, therefore, and take it to heart: The Lord is God 

indeed, in heaven above as on earth beneath, he and no other. 
(Deuteronomy 4: 39)  

Saturday  
St Bernadette’s 

St Marie’s 

5.30 pm 

6.45 pm 

Tom Pope 

Gerard Dawber 

Sunday 
St Bernadette ’s 

St Marie’s 

9.30 am 

11.00 am 

Matthew Gale (Birthday Rememb) 

People of the Parish 
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This weekend:  

Appeal at all Masses by the 

Columban Missionaries. 

Sunday after 11.00 am Mass: Tea 

and coffee in St Marie’s Hall. 

 Sunday after 11.00 am Mass: 

Baptism preparation in St Marie’s 

Hall. 

This week: 

Tuesday: Ladies Section meeting in 

St Marie’s Hall at 8.00 pm. Talk by 

‘Betsy the Scullery maid’. Names will 

be taken for the trip to the Stones and 

Roses Garden at White Coppice on 

Wednesday, 22 July. Contact 

Marjorie, 424332 or Monica, 400558. 

Next weekend: 

Sunday: Refreshments after 9.30 am 

Mass. Proceeds to ‘The Brick’.  

Sunday after 11.00 am Mass: Tea 

and coffee in St Marie’s Hall.  

Sunday after 11.00 am Mass: 

Baptism preparation in St Marie’s 

Hall. 

Thank you for your offerings 
£1,622.65. 

Bonus Ball  
No.17 - P Gavin - £20. 

New to the Parish? 
You’re very welcome. 

Come & say hello! 

CAFOD Sponsored Walk 
This year’s CAFOD sponsored walk 

will be from Fleetwood to Blackpool 

South on Saturday 13 June. Lists for 

walkers and sponsor forms are 

available at the back of Church, as is a 

sponsor form for Father John. It is 

hoped that there will be 50 walkers, 

with parishioners from both Churches, 

for the 50 years of St Bernadette’s. 

The free coach has a limited number 

of places left.  If you wish to walk, 

please sign the list of walkers as soon 

as possible. If you are unable to walk, 

please consider sponsoring Father 

John or one of the other walkers. 

  There are no monthly self-denial 

collections during June and July. 

Decorating at St Marie’s 
The side walls in St Marie’s Church 

will be redecorated during the week. 

Masses will be as normal on Monday 

and Friday mornings, but there will be 

no Eucharistic Service on Tuesday 

evening. 

Marriage matters 
Differences add richness.  

Paul saw the Church as being a 

corporate body: various people, each 

with unique identities, talents, 

different skills and abilities, all 

contributing to bringing the Good 

News to others.  Our differences 

became evident early in our marriage; 

these differences can be problematic 

or add richness to our relationship. 

The outcome depends on whether our 

choices are selfish or ‘us’ focused.   

The Brick Project 
Applications are invited for a post 

of Office supervisor at The Brick 

Project. This is a six months fixed 

term 20 hours per week temporary 

post. Closing date is Friday 12 June at 

12 noon. Interviews take place during 

the week commencing 15 June.  

Contact Louise Green, 01942 

236953 or e-mail 

louise@thebrick.org.uk for informal 

discussion or application pack.  

Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
The annual Archdiocesan Pilgrimage 

to Lourdes takes place from Friday 24 

July until Friday 31 July. For those 

unable to take part, please consider 

becoming an Associate Member by 

reciting the prayers on the leaflet 

available at the back of Church during 

the period of the pilgrimage.  

If you are able to contribute to the 

Sick Fund, which goes to provide the 

many things necessary to make sick 

pilgrims’ journey and stay in Lourdes 

as comfortable as possible, please 

write your name on the blue card on 

display in the Church porch and the 

amount of the donation, which can be 

handed into the parish office.  

Altar Servers 

Any child who has received the 

sacraments of Confirmation and 

Communion is welcome to train to 

become an altar server.  Please see Fr 

John at any of the weekend Masses. 

Graduate course 
Wigan Catholic Primary School 

Direct is looking for graduates with 

the potential to be outstanding 

teachers. Starting in September, the 

course will lead to a PGCE with QTS. 

Visit www.wcpsd.org.uk or ring 

07899312301 for further information. 

Building Missionary 
Parishes 

Proclaim ’15: Building Missionary 

Parishes is the name of a new national 

Bishops’ initiative being launched this 

year to support the development of 

parish evangelisation. It is inspired by 

Pope Francis’ writings and has five 

parts which include: the provision of 

free parish small group materials; the 

organisation of a National Catholic 

Evangelisation Conference in 

Birmingham on 11 July for 850 

evangelisation representatives from 

across England and Wales; an 

invitation to parishes to host a parish 

Prayer Vigil on the night of 11 July 

with free prayer materials provided; 

the invitation to dioceses, deaneries 

and parishes to have their own 

Proclaim ’15 event in autumn; and the 

publication of new evangelisation 

resources as a fruit of the National 

Conference to equip local 

evangelisers. Please do get involved 

in what is a significant new step in 

service of the proclamation of the 

Gospel in our area. 

Can't make it to Mass?  

Receive Communion in your home, 

but would be like to feel as though 

you have attended?  The 

website, churchservices.tv (for those 

who have internet access) allows you 

to watch celebrations of Mass over the 

web. 

St Thomas More School 
Following the demolition of St 

Thomas More Catholic High school, a 

small private housing development 

was built on the site. In naming the 

streets on the estate, i.e. Thomas More 

Gardens, Thomas Street, More Street, 

whilst the Council made an effort to 

retain the memory of the former 

school, the word ‘Saint’ was omitted.  

If you agree that the nameplates 

should include the word ‘Saint’, 

please sign the petition at the back of 

Church or write to or e-mail the ward 

councillors for the area, 

Steve.Dawber@wigan.gov.uk; 

P.Cullen@wigan.gov.uk or 

T.Halliwell@wigan.gov.uk. 

The Big Bike Revival 
Dig out your bike and climb back 

into the saddle! See details on notice 

board at the back of Church for free 

bike MOT workshops.  
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